
 
 

 

Citywide Council on English Language Learners (CCELL) 
Tuesday June 7th, 2016 

Meeting Minutes 
Tweed Courthouse, 52 Chambers St, NY, NY 

CALENDAR MEETING  
The Citywide Council on English Language Learners (CCELL) Calendar meeting was called to order on 
Tuesday, June 7th at 6:08 pm. The following members were present: Teresa Arboleda, Miguelina Castro, 
Darihana Gonzalez, Hebatalla Ibrahim, Leonora Lokaj, Guillermo Rodriguez and Mitchel Wu. The 
following members were late: Yohanna Martinez and Bin Huang. The following members were absent: 
Yenny Almonte and Aisuluu Sartbaeva. 

President Report: Final meeting of the school year.   
 Mitchel Wu – update on Public Advocate Parent Survey.  Since Teresa and Mitchel are both  
Public Advocate appointees, they have regular monthly meetings with the Public Advocate’s office.  
Earlier this year, they started a parent survey to document issues with ELL parents in public schools.  
The survey was handed out to CCELL members to help collect parent feedback in April.  The update 
is that since our last check in, there have been over 77 responses to the surveys. The purpose is to 
gather data on the experiences on ELL parents, if they are getting adequate rights and services in 
the schools.  The Aim is to collect 100 surveys.  Teresa, Heba and Mitchel also distributed at the 
Annual ELL parent conference earlier on June 7th.       
 Annual Parent Conference for English Language Learners (ELL) at El Museo Del Barrio.  Teresa, 

Mitchel and Heba spoke to the parents about CCELL 
 Appreciation for Darihana Gonzalez, first High School representative on the CCELL  
 Appreciation for Awatef Ibrahim, one of the longest serving parents on the CCELL.  Awatef will 

be leaving due to her new role as a parent coordinator, and the CCELL sends her our best wishes 
on her new position.   

 Acknowledgement of CCELL AA Viviana Andino.   While still recovering from her accident Viviana 
was able to attend tonight’s CCELL meeting.  The CCELL members wished her a speedy recovery 
and hope she can return soon.   

 
Town Hall with Chancellor Farina 

 Chancellor Carmen Farina addressed topics provided to her by CCELL members: 

 College Readiness:  One concern is that ELLs who do graduate have trouble completing first 
year of college.  Make sure high school graduates will finish college 4 and 5 years.   

 Want parent engagement to also assist with this, would like parents to assist in time 
management. 

 More parent workshops on College expectations, what college campuses look like.  Many 
first generation students have parents that do not want them to attend college outside of 
NYC. 

 Learn more about financial literacy, courses for parents for college planning/savings and 
financial aid, what kind of loans to take out. 

 Also more programs for middle school and high school students. 

 SATs are free and taken on school day. 

 This year there is a “college awareness day” in middle schools. 

 Increasing dual language programs in the city, for middle and high school; biggest challenge 
is to recruit teachers.  Want to help recruit current dual language students to get them to 
become teachers.  Also working on reciprocal licenses for dual language teachers who are 
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licensed in other states to also teach in NY.  Also working to get bilingual para-professionals 
to also be teachers. 

 IEPs: want to make sure that they get appropriate service, and not too little, and not too 
much.  And not taken out of class 3 hours out of the day.  Principals are getting notes that 
there should be designated time in September for teacher to pay attention to these parents 
and to discuss with parents to see how parents understand what services they can get.   

 Trying to support SIFE students, particularly refugees, that is something they need to pay 
attention to.   

 Increasing number of English classes ESL/GED classes for parents, as long as there are at least 
20 parents interested, and working with principals.  

 Borough Language Access Coordinators are expected to be fully staffed soon. 

 Social emotional development is something that they will also work on.  Thrive NYC is new 
initiative.   

 Bullying of ELLs, Chancellor needs more definition for bullying.  Discusses whether if it is 
inappropriate youth behavior or is it bullying where it would be criminal/disciplinary action.  
But parents needs to report in the school. Every school should have PTA meeting in the 
beginning of the year to go over the bullying policy.  But when they have these workshops, 
they are some of the least attended workshops.   

 CTE are strong programs, but many still believe that they are vocational programs.  New 30-
40 CTE programs in existing high schools in coming year.  But still need bilingual teachers.  
Licensing for teachers can be lobbied for Albany to increase that.   

 For specialized high schools, they are working on making sure middle school students are 
better prepared.  Algebra for all will make sure middle school students are better prepared 

 Chancellor’s dream is to make sure everyone in NYC can speak 2 languages.   
Questions from CCELL members:   

 Guillermo mentions that there should be more resources online on the websites.  Get college 
and scholarship information on the websites.  Chancellor mentions that tuition information 
can be available, also tuition reimbursements.  Need to get information out on how to afford 
college. 

 Leonora wants to know how parents can get diplomas and certificates once they get to this 
country, even if they have degrees from their home countries.  Chancellor recommends 
Monroe and Mercy College.  Johanna and Interpreter also added their concerns about the 
frustrations of how immigrant parents get road blocked when it comes to accessing colleges 
and jobs.   

Questions from the public: 

 ELL Youth talked about low engagement and graduation rates of ELL students, mentioned lack 
of confidence and asked if having Ethnic Studies would be something that DOE would 
consider implementing.  Chancellor talked about Silk Road and Africa units in global studies.   

 Next Question asked about how well information and forms are provided to parents.  Also 
followed up by a question on the DREAM program. There was request to follow up and 
correspond with John Sheehan from FACE. 

 Next Question is on the process of searching for schools and admission process.  Again, was 
requested to follow up with John from FACE. 
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 Next Question is from parents from District 3 that want to have a Russian language school, 
and wants to know how they can preserve their Russian language/culture.  Was requested to 
follow up with local superintendent, since school would be opening in September 2017. 

 Next question is on verifying transcripts from other countries. 

 Next Question is another ELL Youth that wanted to clarify the definition on Ethnic Studies, 
that it is not about global studies like silk road, etc, but about Asian American and Latino 
American studies, for example the building of the railroads and the Japanese American 
internment camps.  It is about the contributions of ethnic groups to the development of 
America, he mentioned as a recent immigrant that came here 4 years ago sometimes he 
would feel excluded and learning this material would really help him be engaged.  Chancellor 
states that having things like this can be included in current curriculum and to talk to the 
principal to have a special interest club.  The student then replied and stated that they do not 
wish to have a club in their school, but to extend the current curriculum.   

 Yolanda Torres addresses the council and states that if there are any other questions to fill 
out a comment card.    

 

Town Hall meeting adjourned at 7:26 pm 
 
BUSINESS MEETING  
The Citywide Council on English Language Learners (CCELL) Business meeting was called to order on 
Tuesday, June 7th, 2016, at 7:45 pm. The following members were present: Teresa Arboleda, Miguelina 
Castro, Darihana Gonzalez, Hebatalla Ibrahim, Leonora Lokaj, Yohanna Martinez, Mitchel Wu, Guillermo 
Rodriguez and Bin Huang.  

Annual Meeting. After discussion it was determined that enough CCELL members will be available to 
have the annual meeting in July.  The meeting date is set for July 12th, 2016. 

By-laws. Mr. Wu is still working on updating the by-laws, hopefully by July 12th. 

Annual Report Update:  Gail, who we contracted to work on the annual report, is on vacation and Teresa 
will follow up to set a time to discuss. 

Business meeting adjourned at 7:59pm. 


